SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY
FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
ADVISORY WATER COMMISSION

June 17, 2009, 1:00 p.m.
Public Health Conference Room
1601 E. Hazelton Avenue, Stockton, California
AGENDA
Roll Call
Approve Minutes for the meeting of April 15, 2009

SCHEDULED ITEMS

1. Discussion ltems:

A. Update on Califormia Partnership for the San Joagquin Valley Resolution on Water Management
Planning Framework (See Attached) - Mel Lytle

B. Presentation on Delta Risk Management Study - Mark Connelly

C. Update on Flood Protection and SJAFCA Activities — Steve Winkler and Roger Churchwell

D. Update on 5-Delta Counties Coalition and BDCP Activities = Tom Gau and Terry Dermody
1. Action ltems:

A. Discussion and Possible Action on Inter-Regional Conjunctive Use Project Conceptual Terms
and Conditions Agreement between Amador Water Agency, Calaveras Couny Water District,
EBMUD and San Joaquin County (See Attached) — Mel Lytle

1. Communications (See Attached):

A. US Army Comps of Engincers Della News (May 2009)
B. San Joaquin River Restoration Program Newsletter (May 2009)
C. Tn-Valley Herald Article, “Pumping Water and Cash From the Delta™ by Mike Taugher

Public Comment {(Non-Agenda ltems)

Adjournment

Next Regular Meeting: July 15, 2009, 1:00 p.m.
Public Health Conflerence Room
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Researchers study earth-
quakes' effect on delta

Zan Francisco Chnonicle - 51309

By David Periman, Science Editar

Calicemia’s vasl defta, where the Sacramenio and
San Joaquin rivers pour el walers loward the sea,
could be in serious danger when (he next major earih-
quake sirikes along the Hayward Faull - o on any of
the olher faulls thal makea up the San Andreas zone,
scienlists have long wamed.

MNow a new study s under way o oelad jusl how seis-
mic waves from futura guakes would fravel through
fhe delia's thick sedimentary earth and whelher the
waves mighl grow sironger of weaken a5 they ravel

it e sloate comicgi-binfaricls coifl=icl
AZ00AMS YBATUITFCLE DTL

State asks feds to review

pro-smelt water rules
Kelly Zilo
Saturday, May 9, 2009

California has asked federal officials lo lake anolher
ook al controversial rules thal slashed waler axpoits
from (he Sacramenio-San Joaguin River Delta ko
profect the endangered della smell,

The slate Deparment of Waler Resources saidina
latter o the LS. Fish and Wildife Service that tha
giant delta pumps furmeling waler ko bvo-thinds of
California may not be 25 harmiul o the thumb-sized
fish as thought. Urban and agricultural runofl may also
play @ roba, lhe agency conlends.

hElp. heaew. stnale. oom! inrcle coiH=ic)
AP A0S ITHDGO.OTL

A look at Corps activities and olher
news affecting the Sacramento-
San Joaquin River Delta

DWR Showcases Barrier to
'Protect' San Joaquin

Salmon

by Dran Bacher

Thursday May 14th, 2009

The California Department of Water Resources (DWR)
will on Friday, May 15 urvell & non-piysical “bubbie
curtain” barier bo probect migraling Chinook ssimon on
Ihe San Joaquin River In the South Delta as the agency
continues bo preside over [he colapea of Cenlral Valey
saimon, dells smell and ofher fish populations

DWR Is inviling credenlisled media Jo view the barier
project and interview parficpants from fhe agendies.
DWR is pilaling (e "bubble curiain® basmier project (hat
combines acoustics and a sirobe-B sheet of bubibles lo
create an undenwaler wal of lighl and scund at re-
guencies thal repel juvende Chinook salmon, according
I & nizws redease from DWR,

hip:iterars sdybay orod
I item 14118504 BSE

US Army Corps
ol Englneers.

Sacramenio Districi




Delta Islands & Levees Feasibility Study
Sacramento District, USACE (SPK)

Current Work

The California Deparment of Waler Re-
sources, Delta Suisun Marsh Office, DWR-
DSMO, submitied a request on May 12th,
2008 1o the Sacramento District Commander,
Colonel Tom Chapman, requesting formal
Corps review of the final Delta Risk Manage-
ment Strategy (DRMS) Phase | producls.
Though all elements of DRMS will be re-
viewed by the team prior to incorporation inlo
the Delta Islands and Levees Feasibility
Sludy, two DRMS elements of particular inter-
&5l 1o the DSMO were the Corps’ pasition on
the seismicity resulls and (he effects of global
warming and sea level nse. The Corps pro-
jecl delivery team will meel lo discuss the
original review comments on the draft Phase |
products; the final products; and a timeline for
completion of the review and formal response.
As for conduct of the study, though we re-
ceived a fraction of expected funding this FY,
there appears lo be an opportunity lo repro-
gram funds from another project. Our intent is
shill to work fowards the projec! scoping work-
shops this FY.

Project Purpose

This feasibility study is the Corps’ mechanism
to paricipate in a cost-shared solution fo a
variety of water resources needs for which we
have the authority. Results of DWR's Della
Risk Management Strategy (DRMS) studies
will be used lo define problems, opportunities,
and specific planning objectives.
The feasibility study will address flood risk
management, ecosystem restoration, waler
quality, water supply, and a variety of other
issues. A feasibility cosl-sharing agreement
(FCSA) was execuled May 26, 2006 with the
DWR, our non-Federal sponsor.

Funding

The (otal cost of the feasibility sudy is
currently $12,000,000; cost shared 50/50
with the DWR

FY 08 approgriations al $859,000

The Delia Istands and Levees Feasibility
Sludy is listed in the President’s budget
for FY 09

A total of $500,000 is expected this FY

Milestones

v

Defla Site Vist—March 2009

Problems & Opportunities POT Session—
May 2009

Multi-agency Kick-off Meating—June 2009
Public Workshop—Summer 2009
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FProjects

CALFED Levee Stability Program
Sacramento District, USACE (SPK)

Current Work

A programmalic Managemeant Plan (ProgMP)
is under development for fhe enlire Leves
Siability Program. A drall is expected in the
June timelrame.
The Kleinfeldar-Geomatrix Joinl Venlure (K-G
JV) conbractors continue bo conduct sile vis-
ils and Irip reporls for Levee Stability Pro-
fram project proposals.
Follpwing the preparation of the project spe-
cific trip reporl, a preliminary Project Impla-
mentation Reparl (PIR) will be developed lo
provide information for a project management
pian (PMP). Each PMP will accompany &
feasibility cost sharing agreement o be exe-
culed wilh various RDs and oiher pobenial
non-Federal projecl Sponsors.,
The PDT is conducling reviews of 1he prelmi-
nary draft PIRs developed by K-G J-V.
The Project Delivery Process is as follows:

Site Visil

Prepare preliminary drafi FIR

Devalop PMP and FC3A

Complete PIR

Receive SPD approval

Iniliate Design

Acguire regl eslale

Construct

Operale and Maintain

& drafl PMP and FCSA for Bethel Isiand is
curently being reviewed by the leam and will
be circulaled (o the progecl sponsor over [he
nexl woek

c Pl

An agreement simdar 1o a Section 22
iPlanning Assislance lo Slales or PAS)
Agreemenl between USACE and DWR i
required for USACE emergency response
planning funding; study cosl share is 50050
(this does nol count towards the 5500k PAS
limil, as this effort is specificaly aulhonized by
PL 108-361); team is currenlly working wilh
Office of Counsel lo determine specific re-
quirements,

GIS Flood Contingency Mapping o 5 Della
counties and Ihe Della Region

Project Purpose
The EAI.FEI]_M{FL 108-361) direcied the LS. Army

slep bo address Delta-wide laves systom needs. The

long-lem strategy will be developed Erough e Delta
lslands and Levees Feasiilty Study peocess. The

poject  delivery process  includes:  PMPIFCSA
developmenl, Projecl lmplamenlaion Repod (PIR):

Funding

+  Aulhorized appropriations of SO0M:
additional WRDA 0T add of $106M for a
total of $196M authorized lo ba
appropriaied.

« FY 0B: Received 54,920,000

«  FY 0B: $5M expecled

Milestones
»  Drafl Project Implementation ReporlEA
for Horseshoe Bend, Bethel lsland

expecled Oclober 2009. Addilional
mieslones TBD
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Projecls

Delta Long Term Management Strategy (Delta-LTMS)
San Francisco District, USACE (SPN)

Current Work

A joinl lechnical work group meeling is sched-
uied for Thursday, May 28 in Sacramenio, and
will be attended by vanous agency representa-
tives and slakeholders. The agenda for May
includes discussion of the drafi General Order
for mainlenance dredging in the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta, a presenialion of the CAL-
FED Levee Stability Program, and discussion
regarding he formation of a trial multiagency
group 1o joinlly review dredging permils.  This
group would act as a trial Delta Dredging & Re-
use Management Team (DDRMT) and begin o
compile a lisl of polental projects thal would
need dredging relaled permils.  The Della
LTMS continues to involve all resource agen-
cies in ther monthly meelings. Additional wp-
dates lo the Della LTMS, including past meeling
minufes, can be found on the project websile,

Funding

The flolal cost of the sludy i roughly
$6,440,000; with the Federal share
estimated at 54,340,000 with Mon-Federal support

estimated to be § 2,100,000,
Funding Hislory:
FY 05 ¥ 133,568

FY 06; § 450,187

FY OT: $ 591,692

FY 08: § 440,633

FY 08 $ 235,000
(Omnibus bill)

FY 10 Funding: § To be determined

Project Purpose

The Della Long-Term Management Stralegy
(LTMS) s @ cooperaive plaming efiort o
coordinale, plan, and implement beneficial reuse
of sediments in the Sacramenlo and San Joaquin
River Delta (Delta). Five agencies (USACE,
USEPA, DWR, CBDA, and CVRWOCE) have
begun 1o examine Della dredging, reuse, and
disposal needs. The Della LTMS will explore
ways to coordingle and manage dredging
planning, requistony approval, and implementation
o profect and enhance Dela funclions,
ecosyslem, and water quality. The goals of the
LTMS are lo manage dredging activilies to:

« Support and maintain Defta channgl
functions for navigation, flood
contral, waler conveyance, and
Recrealion

¢ Maintain and stabilize Defdla levess
tha! prolect land-based activilies,
waler conveyance, and lemesirial
ecosyslems

+ Prolec! and enhance water quality
for Delta waler supply and
ecosysiem function

Milestones
« [mplement Regional General Orders;
June 2009

» Stand up Delta Dredging & Reuse Man-
agement Team (DDRMT): Seplembar
2008

» Formulate Managament Alternatives:
December 2009

= Programmatic EISEIR for Allematives:
FYi0

=  Adopt Sediment Mgmt. Plan: FY 11.




Frojects

Lower San Joaquin Feasibility Study
Sacramento District, USACE (SPK)

Current Wark Project Purpose
The purpose of this feasibilily study is lo de-
« The PDT is currently refining the termina if these is a Federal interest in provid-
PMP and schedule. ing fiood risk management and ecosystem
« The PDT is also preparing for up- restoration improvements along the Lower
coming planning workshops and (northem) San Joaguin River. The Lower
inleragency coordination meel- San Joaquin River study area includes the
ings. San Joaquin River from the Mariposa Bypass
downstream lo, and including, the cily of
: Funding Stockton, The sludy area also includes the
' Funding history and curment status will be in- channels of the San Joaguin River in the
dluded in future editions. southemnmost reaches of the Della; Paradise

Cut and Old River as far north as Tracy
Boulevard and Middle River as far north as
Vicloria Canal. The foodpiains of the lower
San Joaquin River and its tributaries are also
included in the study area.

Milestones
FY 09: Technical Review Strategy Ses-
sion (TRSS)




Frojects

SF Bay to Stockton Navigation Improvement Project
San Francisco District, USACE (SPN)

Current Work

The Projec! Delivery Team conlinues Lo de-
velop lechnical materials for the Environ-
mental Impact StalemenlEnvironmental Im-
pacl Report (EIS/EIR) with a goal of complel-
ing the baseline conditions reporl in 2008,
Work is under way for hydrodynamic, salinity

and waler quabty/dissolved oxygen modeling,

and geotechnical studies. After the hydrody-
namic and salinity mode! is calibrated and
verified there will ba a mulli-agency meeting
lo preseni preliminary resulls, forecast fo be
held at the end of July.

Patential dredged material placement siles
have been partially identified and additional
capacity is being soughi.

The USACE and the Port of Stockton will pur-

sue revising the Design Agreement lo reflect
increases in the projec! cost estimale.

hitlo: ffwww. osiockion.

Funding

FY 0B: Recelved $403,000 Federal.

FY 09: Project funding for FY09 was an-
nounced to be $1,340,000 in the Om-
nibus Bill, although it is uncerain
when the non-federal cost share will
be available lo enable further USACE

spanding.

Project Purpose

The SF Bay to Stockton Deep Water Ship
Channel Project is a congressionally author-
ized project being implemenied by the
USACE and the Port of Stockton and the
Contra Cesta County Water Agency. A joinl
(EISEEIR) will evaluate the action of naviga-
tional improvements to the John F. Baldwin
and Stockton Deep Water Ship Channels. A
General Reevaluation Reporl is being pre-
pared to determine the feasibiity of modifying
the cument dimensions of the West Rich-
mond, Pinole Shoal, Suisun Bay, and Stock-
ton Ship Channels, which are currently main-
tained to 35 feel and provide access to oil
terminals, industry in Piltsburg, and the Por
of Stockton.

Milestones

« Draft EIS/EIR - April 2010
(assumes adequate funding is
available)




Frojects

Sacramento River Deep Water Ship Channel Project
San Francisco Districl, USACE (SPN)

Current Work

The Project Delivery Team completed all sub-
mitlals for the Feasibilily Scoping Meeting
reporl. The reporl is cumently undergoing
Agency Technical Review and comments will
be addressed by members of the Project De-
livery Team. This reporl is necessary in
meeling the next project milestone, the Feasi-
bility Scoping Meeting, in July 2009. Letlers
were senl to US Fish and Wildlife Service and
National Marine Fisheries Service to initiale
coordination between the resource agencies
and USACE for he Supplemental Environ-
mental Impact Stalement/’Subsequent Envi-
ronmental Impac! Reporl. Prelimnary mesl-
ings have been set up with the resource
agencies lo discuss environmental windows
and potential miligation measures. Work is
also underway for hydrodynamic and salinity
modefing. A kick-cff meeting between
USACE, Depariment of Waler Resources,
and Contra Cosla Waler Dislricl will be held
on May 28 1o presenl and discuss preliminary
lechnical delails of these models. For engi-
neering, potential placement sites have been
delinealed and preliminary conditions have
been evalualed, soil lesting will be imple-
mented shorly. In addition, existing wlilities
coordination has been ongoing and prelimi-
nary agreements io relocale andfor enhance
the impacied uliities have been completed.

. Funding

FY 09: Combined Federal and non-Federal
share: §1, 276,000

Project Purpose

The Sacramenio River Deep Waler Ship
Channel Project (SROWSC) is a congression-
ally authorized project being implemented by
the USACE and the Port of West Sacramenio.
Curmrently, USACE and the Port are conduci-
ing & Limited Reevaluation Study to recom-
mend navigation improvements for Fedesal
funding and preparing a joint Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement and Subse-
quent Environmental Impact Report (SEIS/
SEIR) to evaluate the action of resuming con-
struction of navigational improvements lo the
SRDWSC.

Milestones

« Feasibility Scoping Meeling—
July 2008

« Completion of Re-evaluation
Study—May 2010




Links/Events

Delta Links

Delta indliatives, Official Sacramento District, Corps of Enginsers site:
hilp:ihwsww Spk. usace army miliprojeclsicivilDelta/MNews. himl

Delta LTMS: hillp:ivwww. dedtallimes com/

Delta Risk Managament Sirategy (DRMS): htlp:\'www drms walier.ca.gov
Delta Vision: htlp:ihwew deliavision.ca oo

CALFED Bay Della Program: hiip;/cablealer.ca qov/

Delta Protection Commission: hitp. /A, della ca gow

DWR, Della Iniliatives: hitp:/www waler.ca govideltanil/

Bay-Della Conservation Plan {(BDCP) hilp:\resowces ca aovibdep!
Bay-Della Office (BDO), DWR: hiipibavdeflaotfice water.ca govi

. California Delta Chambers & Visilors Bureau: hiip:/www. californiadelia org/

SacDella.com, &n interaclive guide to the Della; hilp./www sacdalla com/
SF Bay lo Stockion Mavigation: hitp./iwew sfbaytosiockion.org
—|_ Sacramento River Deep Water Ship Channel: htlp:/iwew sacramenioshipchannel org

N Subscription Info
% Delta News Is a monthly publication by the US Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento and
/ San Francisco Districts. To subscribe, please send an email with ‘Subscribe’ in the subject

.__,// line to: DeltaNews@usace.army.mil

Upcoming DeltalEvents

May;
kol 28: Delta LTMS Joint Technical Work Group Meeting

]11 | June:
2 : 2: Levee Stability Program & Bethel Island PDT Update & Coordination Meeting
5y 10-12: Waler Education Foundation—Bay-Delta Tour

s July:
by T: Levee Stability Program & Bethel Island PDT Update & Coordination Meeting
9: Delta LTMS Joint Technical Work Group Meeting

P.B




SAN JOAQUIN RIVER

RESTORATION PROGRAM

In This Issue: Stream Gage and Monitoring Well Installation to
Installation to Precede Interim The Restoration Program is preparing for the upcoming initial flow releases,
Flows called Interim Flows, from Friant Dam, These research-oriented flows will

» Legislation Update help SIRRFP staff collect relevant data at critical points in the river related

to flows, temperatures, fish needs, seepage losses, recirculation, recapture,

= Upcoming Public Meetings for
& i and reuse of water. Interim Flows will occur at strategic times each year

the Release of the Draft Program

EIS/R through 2013, The first year of Interim Flow releases (October 2009 1o
x o September 2010) is referred to as Water Year 2010 Interim Flows. In WY
¥ Landommer Coondinatin 2010, the flows are scheduled from October 1 to November 20, 2000,
. Eﬂa'ﬂ‘ 28 & 48 Landowner and February 1 to September 30, 2010, As described in the Settlement
patings
» Seepage Meeting Held to Gather T 2T e sl aerion P 1
Local Expertize e ST ey
» Requesting Access to Private - =1
Property Through Temporary E Sveam Gage ;
Entry Permits 3 '
» Technical Feedback Warkgroup o il W
Meetings - !
» Looking Ahead
e Second WEF San Joaquin River
Tour Scheduled for 2009
1
The San Joaquin River
Restoration Program (5IRRP) is a
comprefensive long-lerm effort to Py w1,

restare onvs [o the San loaguin
River from Friant Dam to the
confluence of the Merced River
andd restore a seli-sustaining : : -. B E
Chinesak salmaon lishery in the :
river while reducing ar aveiding
achverse water ‘iliﬂ]"-'h' HTJP:TI‘.'I."

frewm resfoalion ols,




Legislation Update

On March 30, 2009, President
Obama signed Public Law
111-11, the Omnibus Public
Land Management Act of 2009
that contains the San Joaquin
River Restoration Settiement
Act (Act). The Act provides the
authorization to implement the
San Joaguin River Restoration
Program. The Act was supported
by the parties to the Settlement
and downstream water and
land interests (Third Parties).
For more information about the
Act, visit www. resforesir.net/
legisiation/indesx. hfml,

Upcoming Public
Meetings for the
Release of the Draft
Program EIS/R

The Draft Program
Ervironmental Impact
Statement/Report (Draft PEIS/R)
for the SJRRP is scheduled

for release in August 2009,
Pursuant to the Mational
Emvironmental Policy Act (NEPA)
and the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), the Program
will held public meetings this
summer on the Draft PEISAR in
key locations in the 3an Joaquin
Valley, in addition to a mesting
in Sacramento, The purpose of
these meetings is to provide an
overview of the Draft PEIS/R
and answer questions on the
document. The public will also
be provided an opportunity

to submit verbal and written
comments at these meelings.

Specific meeting dates have
not vet been scheduled;
however, stakeholders may
stay up-to-date on all Program
news, events, and meelings
via the Program website:
www.restoresir nel,

f LIFDIATE ATy 2000

Landowner Coordination Activities

Reach 2B and 4B Landowner Meatings

Meetings were held with landowners in Reaches 2B and 4B on March 26 to
review Interim Flows, the Seepage Management and Monitoring Plan, and
to receive updates on the distribution of Temperary Entry Permils and the
pending Program Environmental Impact Statement/Report. Held at Columbia
Canal Company in the moming and San Luis Canal Company that afternoon,
the meetings were each attended by about 20 landowners and irrigation
district representatives.

These reach-specific meetings are slated to be held monthly, Dates of future
mestings will be posted on the Program website, with notices sent by mail
and email, To be added to the distribution list, please send an email to

craig.moyle@mwhglobal.com.
Seepage Meeting Held to Gather Local Expertise

A workshop was held April 23 seeking input from landowners and others with
first-hand knowledge of known seepage problem areas along the San Joaguin
River and the bypass system downstream of Sand Slough. The workshop
presented preliminary monitoring well transects proposed for Reaches 24,
28, 3, 4A, 4B, and the Eastside and Mariposa bypasses. These proposed
wiell transects are part of a comprehensive effort by the Program to manitor
changes in shallow groundwater
elevations in response to changes

in river flows. This information will
provide a better understanding of

the shallow groundwater system, the
areas more prone to seepage, and
the effectiveness of potential seepage
avoidance and reduction measures in
these seapage-prone areas.

Wells will be placed in the public right-
of-way or on private property through

an agreemnent with the landowner.
Data collected from the wells will be
provided to participating landowners.
As described previously, the Program
is in the process of installing up to 50

e -
Program staff David Mooney and Alicia
Gasdick review seepage morilorng well
transects with Reach 28 landowners.

segpage monitoring wells on public
right-of-ways. Program staff visited these sites on April 28 and May 5. Well
installation activities are tentatively scheduled to bagin in mid-July.

Meetings with landowners in Reaches 24, 3 and 4A to site seepage
monitoring wells in these areas = and (o further engage these landowners in
Frogram achivities = are planned to be held in late May.

Requesting Access to Private Property Through Temporary
Entry Permits

The SJRRP continues to work with local landowners - including the San
Joaquin River Resource Management Coalition (RMC) - in the development of
the terms and conditions for the Program to conduct pre-construction surveys
and investigations on private property. Access to private property is requested
through a Temporary Enbry Permit, an agreement betwesn property owners,
Reclamation, and the Department of Water Resources allowing Program staff
access that would assist with a wide range of pre-constructions surveys and
investigations including geotechnical surveys, seepage studies, and channel
capacity studies,




Technical Feedback Workgroup Meetings

The Water Management Work

Group (WMWG) and the Fisheries
Management Work Group (FMWG)
continued to hold Technical Feedback
Group (TFG) meetings with technical
experts, interested stakeholders and
the public in early 2009. These
meetings have primarily been
supporting the FMWG's development
of the Fisheries Management Plan,
and the WMWG's efforts to develop
a plan to recapture, re-circulate,
reuse, exchange, or transfer Interim
and Restoration Flows and develop a
Recovered Water Account (Paragraphs
16(a) and (b) of the Settlement,
respectively). The TFG meetings
provide an open and transparent
process for the Work Groups to
solicit input from stakeholders in

the development of key Program
docurments and implementation
activities. A summary of the
discussion topics from the early
2009 meetings is outlined below.

Stream Gage nsialisiion Continued from Page |

and in the San Joaquin River
Restoration Act, Interim Flows will not
exceed existing channel capacities and
will be reduced, as needed, to avoid
seepage impacts.

Installation of stream gages at five
locations in the San Joaquin River
and the Eastside Bypass are planned
to begin this summer. These stream
gages will be used to monitor surface
waler conditions, such as velocity and
the amaunt of water in the river. The
Program plans to install a few new
Bages at in the Eastside Bypass near
sand Slough, Reach 4B, and Reach
5 near the Merced River Confluence.
Existing gages at the Chowchilla
Bypass Bifurcation Structure and
downstream of Sack Dam will be
retrofitted. The new gages and
improvements to existing gages will
be completed prior to the start of the
Interim Flow releasses,

Meeting agendas, summaries and
presentations are available on the
Program website at www.restores/r,
netigroup activities/index. himl.

Fisheries Management Technical
Feedback Group Meetings:

» January 16: Update given
on the Fisheries Management
Plan development status and
schedule in addition to a detailed
summary of the plan and a

general Program update.

» February 10: Received input
on identified data needs,
proposed actions (routing), and
the tentative schedule for the
Fisheries Management Plan,

Water Management Technical
Feedback Group Meetings:

» January 9: An overview of
Paragraph 16(b) modeling
assumptions was provided
and the initial draft of the Title
1Nl guidelines for obtaining

Additionally, the Program plans to
install a network of 20- to 80-foot-deep
groundwater monitoring wells designed
lo measure and monitor seepage to
adjoining lands. The purpose of these
manitoring wells is to monitor near-river
Eroundwater conditions and river losses
from bath Interim Flows and future
Restoration Flows released from Friant
Dam. The Program plans to initially
install up to 50 wells within the public
right-of-way adjacent to Highway 41,
Highway 145, San Mateo Avenue,
Highway 152, and Highway 140. Sites
adjacent to Washington Avenue and
Turner lsland Road in Reach 4B are also
being considerad. These monitoring
wiells will be installed prior to the start
of Interim Flow releases. Landowner
meelings are underway for siting wells
on private property.

Federal financial assistance on
local groundwater projects was
distributed and reviewed,

» February 20: The TFG continped

discussions on the draft Title 111
Buidelines, reviewed the draft
Restoration Flow guidelines flow
chart, and ware provided an
overview of anticipated Paragraph
16{a) activities to be covered
under the PEIS/R.

= March 20: The required water

right petition to the State Water
Resource Control Board and
anticipated third-party agreements
for Paragraph 16(a} recapture
activities were discussed,

= April 17: The approach and

technical support for the
recapture and recirculation of
Interim and Restoration Flows
were discussed.

An Environmental Assessment/
Mitigated Negative Declaration
for the first year of Interim Flows,
referred to as Water Year 2010
Interim Flows, is currently under
preparation. The draft document
will be available for public review
and comment in the late May
timeframe. More information on
the Interim Flows can be found on
the Program website at
www.restores/r. netfactivities/iff
index. htmi,
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e Second WEF San Joaguin River
Tour Scheduled for 2009

The San Joaguin River

Restoration Program (5IRRP) is a
covmprehensive long-term effon o
restove floivs 1o the San foagein
River from Friant Dam to the
confluence of the Merced River
ane reslore a sell-sustaining
Chinook salmon fishery in the
rivey whife reclucing or avoicling
acfverse waler supmly impacts

froary resdoaradiod Hosys,

Stream Gage and Monitoring Well Installation to

Precede Interim Flows

The Restoration Program is preparing for the upcoming initial flow releaszes,
called Interim Flows, from Friant Dam. These research-oriented flows will
help SJRRP staff collect relevant data at critical points in the river related
to flows, temperatures, fish needs, seepage losses, recirculation, recapture,
and reuse of water. Interim Flows will occur at strategic times each year
through 2013. The first year of Interim Flow releases (October 2009 to
September 2010) iz referred to a5 Water Year 2010 Interim Flows. |n WY
2010, the flows are scheduled from October 1 to November 20, 2003,
and February 1 o September 30, 2010. As described in the Settlerment

See Stream Gage instaliation, Page 3
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Pumping water and cash from
Delta
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As i West Coasl's larges! estuary plunged 1o the
bvink of coflapse from 2000 o 2007, state waler
officials pumped ungrecedenied amounts of walar
out of the Della only 1o effeclively buy some of it
back al laxpayer expensa for & failed environmental
pratection plan, a MediaMews invesligation has
fouprcd,

The "environmental waler account™ sel up in 2000
lo improve the Della ecosystem spent nearly $200

million mostly to benafit waler users while also The proceeds were used 1o fund an employea

crealing a cash stream for privata landowniers and ratirarment plan, buy land and groundwaler storage

waler agencies in the Bakersfield area. facilities and pay miscellansous cosls lo keep waler
bills konw, documents and nberdews show

Financed with laxpayer-backed emvironment and

wiater bonds, (e program spent most of its money Revenues from (hose sales alse mighl have helped

in Kern County, a largely agriculiural region al the fnance a lawsull against the Department of Water

southemn Resources, (he same agency thal wrola the checks,

end of the San Joaguin Vallay. There, waler was documents show.

purchasad from the slate and (hen traded back to the

account for a higher pnce Mo one appears to have benefilled mare than

companies ownad of conirolled by Stewan Resnick,
o Beverly Hills bilipnaine, philanihropist and major
political donor whose companies, including
Paramoant Farms, own mone than 115,000 acres in
Kerm Counly. Resnick’s waler and farm companies
colected about 20 cents of every dollar speni by the
program.

Those companies sold 330.6 mikon of water 1o the
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siabe program, paricipated as a pariner in an
additional 316 million in sales and received an
addiional $3.8 million in checks and crediis for
gales through public water agencies, documeants
show'.

"For a program (hat was supposed (o benefit the
environmant, it apparently did two things — it didn
benefil the environment and il appears fo have
enfiched privale Individuals wsing public monay,”
said Jonas Minlon, a waler policy adviser 1o the
Planning and Consarvalion League, & California
environmental advocacy group.

Representalives of Resnick's farm and water
companies did nol respond to repeated requesis for
interviews. A& woman who answered the phone at the
Resnick’s holding company lasl week sald, "We donll
talk o the press. IU's company policy.” She
transfermed the call 1o a company official who did

nol respond for an infendiew request

Thee state Depariment of Waler Resources also
declined 1o comment for this slory.

A paper accounting thing

The idea behind the environmental waler accoun
was lo profect the Della ecosystem willoul taking
water away from people, farms and agencies thal
held growing expectations — and conlracls — for
water. By selting aside waler that could supplamant
flows from the Dedia, biologists would be abla to
slow Dalta pumps al sensitee limes, thereby
probecting mperiled fish such as Della smait,

The waler accoun! was meant o enhance existing
environmenlal proteciions and prolect waler users
frewmi Ehe possibility thal regulaloss might force them
bo give wp mone water 1o prolect fish.

Despite good intentions, howewver, the program

lacked ihe resources fo provide the emiaronmental
banefils il promised. Traditional users gol their
waler, bul the enwiranment suffered. Della smalt
dropped b6 levels near extinclion, Even the
backbone of the stale's commercial salmon industny,
Sacramanlo River fall-run chinook salmon, broke
undar the combined sirain of ocean fluctualicns and
a varialy of Della-related problems, possibly
including waler management. Thal salmon fishary,
which had never before been closed, is now off-
Emils o anglers for the second conseculive year,
leaving supermarkets lemporanly devoid of wild
Cafifornia salmon.

The way it was supposed bo work was novel. If fish
werg in danger of being sucked into massive Della
purmping stations, for estample, biologists could
invoke lhe account 1o slow the pumps down. Then,
contraciors wiho would otherwise be deprived of
waber from (he slowdown would ba made whola wilh
waber from the accouwnt,

in order to provide that replacament water (o
confractors, ihe waler account needad walar slofed
south of Delta pumps. The undernground waler
slorage faciliies in Kem Counly’s aguifers and
ancient river formations proved o be ks most
important sounca.

But the location at Ihe southem end of the San
Joaguin Valley was not ideal. [f made more sense to
slore the waler closer to the Delta, whare
distribution would be easier lo & widar vanaty of
places.

S0 the waler in Kern County was "exchanged” for
Delta water that was baing pumped al record high —
and environmentally damaging — rales. The Della
waler was then deposited in the emvironmental water
account al San Luis Resenmir near Giroy,

The exchange legally moved the water thal was
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slored underground in Kam County to San Luis, bud “The prices wera in line with whal we fel} wera lhe
the waler was shill there. To complete the trade, them, appropriate cosls,” said general manager James
{he underground water had 1o be treated as i it were Beck,
being delivered from the Dedla.
Still, Beck acknowledged, there was nofhing in
Sometimes, Kem County water agencies refrisved contracls 1o prevent sallers from making money.
tha "Della” water from underground for irrigation,
but in mosl cases, lhe stabe was delivering so much Of course, selling resennes can be risky, and Back
water they did nol need lo. said market prices this year ane $350 per acre-fiool
or more, Given (his year's water shortages, he sakd
Instead, most of the time all they had 1o do was that if Kerm County landowners could go back in
simply forego storing the excess Della water and fime and undo those sales, thay would "m &
pocked the difference bebween the low rates they paid haartbeal.”
1o the siale and the higher markel rates they
collected from the sabe o the waler accouni. To Atkinson, of the Tepon-Castaic Waler Dizlrct, it
made sensa for waler disiricls to reap a refurn on
"1 wouldn't pump thal water to sell ihe the sales bacause waler coniraclons have been
(environmental waler accoun),” said Dennis paying for the stale's dams, pumps and canals since
Alkinson, general manager of the Tejon Castaic e 18605, while the demand thal more Della waler
Water Districl, which sold about 32 million worth of be dedicaled to the emironment iS5 mong recanl,
water lo the accound, "How are you going fo make
any money? ... s a paper accouning thing, We *These guys have showed up lately and wanl
never lurned on a pump.” something someone alsa has,” Afkinson said. "Sinca
thay don'l have infrastruciure, they have 1o get it
The price of water from the people who made the investment.”
The vasi majorily of the inancng for the nearly
The cost 1o ayers for Kem Counly waler
averaged 5:;Fp:r¢aﬁe-hnt. The ML Kerm County $200 million pregram came from state environment
paid for Delta water varied, bul in 2007, the kst year and waler bonds thal will be repaid with inlerest
the environmental waler account was operating, By FR COTANG e
ru 3 age of $86 for
Delts water, Some of hat walar was purchasad for ss  Of thal fotal, about 70 percent was used to buy
filtle a5 $28 from a discount program. waler from enlities in Kemn County.
The environmental water account was administered FIDE 08 H P) C-OUETEY S50, EHil-SCNE G ITS00
by the stale Dapariment of Waler Resources, wiich RO (SMCRY Dof PBSINOR T YPMEISICE MR VIR
also operates the state-owned pumps near Tracy, i Company was more than bwice the sales of any other
bought most of ils waler from the Kem Counly Water enlity, records show.
Agency, whosa general manager insisted the prices
charged lo taxpayers were fair and necessary lo Open spigot
offset the cost of buying, stoning and managing the
waler, The environmental waler account's eflectivenass
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was hampered by the fact it was perpelually short of
the 380,000 acre-fegl a year envisionad when it was
sel up, In addition, 8 2002 court decssion favorable
o water users reduced o saparale source of
environmental water, a cul that had 1o be made up
by the environmenial account, according to a 2005

, fepart by the Environmental Defense Fund.

Blso in 2005, three years info the fish collapse but
the firsl year scientists could be sure that what they
wWine seeing was a statistically valid plungs, the
Condra Costa Times detaied how biologists worred
about Delta smelt near the pumps ware unable to get
waler managers to fully accepl recommendations to
slow the pumps because of concerns aboul dring
the environmental waler account into debl.

A study published kast fall in the scientific journal
Ervironmanial Managemen! concluded the attownl
improved the reliabdity of waler supplies for Della
waler users bul it was unclear whether it provided
any maaningful environmanial benaf.

Meanwhile, while ihe water account was meant o
offset the emdronmental damage done by pumping
waler oul of the Delta, it was being reled upon
during & period when the siate Department of Water
Rescurces was ramping Delta waler deliveries up to
record lavels. The environmental waler account wanl
into effact in 2000, and 1he five highest waler
doliverias from the Delta were 2000, 2003, 2004,
2005 and 2006, years in which, along with 2007,
slale water officials also sodd large volumes of
ciscount water ihal Kam Counly agencies would buy
in 2007 for $28 per acre-fool.

The sharp decling in fish populations began
around the same time, slarling in about 2002, And
wihile Ihere are likely numerous faciors that cawsed
the collapse, most scienlisls stludying the problem
believe pumping palterns contrituled,

Water officlals have argued that (he increase in
discount waler deliveries through @ program known
as Aricle 21 made no differance, since the price of
watar has no biological effect and bacause (e
amouni of waler pumped annually was below fhe
maximum authorized by the U.S. Fish and Wildifa
Senvice.

But reguialors disagrisa.

A permil from the Fish and Waldlife Senice, first
issued in 2004, contained restrictions thal werns
supposed o profect Della smell from going exlinel
due o waler pumping. |l was sswed based on
regulaiors’ understanding thal the use of Article 21
wiould be masch less than it furmed oul 1o b,

In & 400-page analysis accompanying a
replacement permil issued in Decembar, the
gandce’s blologists noted that the Adiche 21
program was used far more exbensnely (han they
had been iold when they issuad the 2004 parmil.

And that, in tum, helped drive up overall pumping
rates from the Delta, which regulalors ted lo the
environmenial decline.

A coalition points elsewhere

Most of the waler sold through the Kem Counfy
Water Agancy originated wilh about a dozen smaller
public waler disirict "member unils” and a handful of
private inlerasts who previously stored waler, mosily
from the Delta, in undenground résenvairs,

Saveral of those enlities are members of the
Coalition for a Sustainable Della, a group that
banded logelher 1o fight back againsi pumping
restriclions imposed in lale 2007 by courls and
regulalors.

The coalition has filed threa lawsuits and
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threatened bo file several mone lo shift blame avway
from water pumping’s robe in the Delia’s collapse.
The group conlends olher environmental threals are
also 1o blame for the Della’s demise, including
housing development in Della floodplaine, pesticide
use, dredging, power plants, sponfishing and
pollution from maothballed ships near Benicia,

Tha Coalition for a Sustainable Delta’s phone
number is the same as Peramounl Farms, and of the
four coafilion officers lisled on lax documents, thrae
are Fegnick employees: Wiliam Phillimore, chisf
financial officer and execullve vice president for
Westside Mutual and Paramount Fasming: Scolt
Ham@ion, resource planning manager for Paramount
Farming; and Craig B. Cooper, chief legal officer fior
Roll Internatipnal, Resnick’s holding company.

A spokesman for the coalillon said that althowgh it
has an employee working oul of lhe Paramaount
Farms office, the group is governed by dues paying
members and nol Resnick. He attribuled the heawy
presence of Resnick’s companies on the group's tax
returns Io issues associaled wilh getling the naw
coaliion up and runming.

“I's an ad hoc coalition. You have o organize (hat
wialy.” said spokesman Michas! Boccadoro,
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