





























































































































Subject: 2-Gates Fish Protection Demonstration Project
Identical Letter

Mr.-Jeftrey Kightlinger

General Manager

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
P.O. Box 54153

Los Angeles, CA 90054

ce: Mr. Ren Lohoefener
Regional Director
U.S. Fishand Wildlife Service
2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento, CA 95825

Mt. Rodney Mclnnis

Regional Administrator

National Marine Fisheries Service
501 West:-QOcean Boulevard

Long Beach, CA 90802

“Colonel Thomas C. Chapman
District Engineer -

U.S. Arimy Corps of Engineers
1325 I Street |

Sacramento, CA 95814




NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

WATER SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY BOARD

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES » NATIONAL ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING « {INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE * NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL
500 Fifth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001
Phone: 202 334 3422
Fax: 202 334 1961
www.nationalacademies.org/wstb

National Research Council Launches New Study of Sustainable Water and Environmental
Management in the California Bay-Delta

At the request of Congress and the Departments of the Interior and Commerce, the National Research Council (NRC) has begun a
review of the scientific basis of actions that have been and could be taken to achieve both an environmentally sustainable Bay-
Delta and a reliable water supply. In order to balance the need to inform near-term decisions with the need for an integrated view
of water and environmental management challenges over the longer-term, the NRC will issue two reports over its term of two
years. The roster of the provisional committee appointed to conduct the study is listed below.

In its first report, the committee will focus on scientific questions, assumptions, and conclusions underlying water-management
alternatives in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (FWS) Biological Opinion on Coordinated Operations of the Central Valley
Project and State Water Project (Dec. 15, 2008) and the National Marine Fisheries Service’s (NMFS) Biological Opinion on the
Long-Term Central Valley Project and State Water Project Operations Criteria and Plan (June 4, 2009). The committee will
consider whether there are any “reasonable and prudent alternatives™ (RPAs) that, based on the best available scientific data and
analysis, would have lesser impacts to other water uses as compared to those adopted in the biological opinions, and would
provide equal or greater protection for the relevant fish species and their designated critical habitat given the uncertainties
involved. It also will consider whether there are provisions in the FWS and NMFS biological opinions to resolve potential
incompatibilities between the opinions with regard to actions that would benefit one listed species while causing negative impacts
on another. To the extent that time permits, the committee would consider the effects of other stressors on federally listed and
other at-risk species in the Bay-Delta.

In its second report, to be issued in the fall of 2011, the committee will focus on how to most effectively incorporate science and
adaptive management concepts into holistic programs for management and restoration of the Bay-Delta. This advice, to the
extent possible, will be coordinated in a way that best informs the Bay Delta Conservation Plan development process. The
committee will meet several times during its 24-month tenure, with its first meeting scheduled for January 24-28 at the ARC
Ballroom, University of California, Davis.

The provisional committee roster follows.

Robert J. Huggett, Professor Emeritus, College of William and Mary, Seaford, VA, Chair.

James J. Anderson, University of Washington, Seattle, WA

Michael E. Campana, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR

Thomas Dunne, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA

Albert E. Giorgi, BioAnalysts, Inc., Redmond, WA

Patricia M. Glibert, Horn Point Laboratory, University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science, Cambridge, MD
Christine A. Klein, University of Florida College of Law, Gainesville, FL.

Samuel N. Luoma, U.S. Geological Survey, Menlo Park, CA

Michael J. McGuire, Michael J. McGuire, Inc., Los Angeles, CA

Thomas Miller, Chesapeake Biological Laboratory, University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science, Solomons, MD
Jayantha Obeysekera, South Florida Water Management District, West Palm Beach, FL

Max J. Pfeffer, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY

Denise Reed, University of New Orleans, LA

Kenneth A. Rose, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA

Desiree D. Tullos, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR

David Policansky, NRC Study Director

Committee biographical information and additional details about the study are available at
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/cp/projectview.aspx?key=49175.

The National Research Council (NRC) is the operating arm of the National Academy of Sciences, the National
Academy of Engineering (NAE), and the Institute of Medicine (IOM).




First Meeting of the NRC Committee on Sustainable Water and
Environmental Management in the California Bay-Delta
AGENDA FOR OPEN SESSIONS: JANUARY 24-28 2010

Please note that the order of presentations within the open sessions is subject to
change based on presenters’ availabilities

To attend meeting, please register at:
http.//www.surveygizmo.com/s/218342/6p4v2

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24, 2010
Location: Geidt Hall, Room 1001
The open session for this day is tentative based on the presenters’ availabilities

Closed Session-Committee and NRC Staff Only

2 pm.
Open Session
3.00 pm Welcome, introduction to the NRC, the committee and its task
S. Parker, R. Huggett
3.30 pm Presentations by members of Congress (tentative)

5.30 pm Adjourn

MONDAY JANUARY 25
Location: ARC Ballroom
University of California, One Shields Avenue, Davis, CA
Closed Session-Committee and NRC Staff Only
7.30 am.
9.30 am Break

Open Session




9.45 am Welcome, introduction to the NRC, the committee, and its task
S. Parker, R. Huggett

10.15 am Briefings from DOI and NOAA

12 noon Break

1 pm Continue briefings from DOI and NOAA

3 pm Break

3.15 pm Finish briefings from DOI and NOAA

4.00 pm Open microphone

5. 00 pm Adjourn

TUESDAY JANUARY 26

Location: ARC Ballroom
University of California, One Shields Avenue, Davis, CA

8.30 am
8.45 am
10.15 am
10.30 am
12 noon
1 pm

3 pm
3.15pm
4.15 pm

5 pm

Open Session
Welcome, introductions S. Parker, R. Huggett
Briefings from CA Resources Agency
Break
Continue briefings from CA Resources Agency
Break
Presentations by outside experts
Break
Continue presentations from outside experts
Presentations from members of Congress (tentative)

Open microphone




6 pm Adjourn
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 27
Closed Session-Committee and NRC Staff Only

THURSDAY JANUARY 28
Closed Session-Committee and NRC Staff Only
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BARBARA BOXER COMMITTEES:
CALIFORNIA COMMERCE, SCIENCE,
AND TRANSPORTATION

ENVIRONMENT
AND PUBLIC WORKS

Qﬁ“it[ﬂ %tﬂt[ﬁ %[natz F(?%?EIGN RELATIONS

HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
SUITE 112 DR

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0505
(202) 224-3553
http://boxer.senate.gov/contact

December 1, 2009

Mr. Mel Lytle

Water Resources Coordinator
County of San Joaquin

1810 E Hazelton Ave

P.O. Box 1810

Stockton, CA 95205-6232

Dear Mr. Lytle:

Thank you for meeting with Lynn Abramson of my staff. I am pleased that you had the
opportunity to discuss the Mokelumne River Regional Water Storage and Conjunctive Use Project, Urban
Flood Protection Project, and Bay Delta.

Please be assured that my staff will keep me updated on issues of concern to you. If my office
can ever be of assistance, please contact Lynn at (202) 224-3553.

Sincerely,

BoutlD -

Barbara Boxer
United States Senator

1700 MONTGOMERY STREET 312 NORTH SPRING STREET 501 T STREET 2500 TULARE STREET 600 ‘B’ STREET 201 NORTH ‘E' STREET
SUITE 240 SUITE 1748 SUITE 7-600 SUITE 5290 SUITE 2240 SUITE 210

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94111 LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 FRESNO, CA 93721 SAN DIEGO, CA 92101 SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92401
(415) 403-0100 (213) 894-5000 (916) 448-2787 (659) 497-5109 (619) 239-3884 (909) 888-8525

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Mel Lytle

From: Jordan_Finegan@ios.doi.gov on behalf of DOI_Updates@ios.doi.gov
Sent:  Wednesday, December 30, 2009 7:40 AM

Subject: Reclamation Announces Record of Decision on the Delta-Mendota Canal/California Aqueduct Intertie
Project

QFFIGE OF THE SECRETARY
U.S. Departiment
of the Interior

wow s dos oy ‘
News Release
| T'QDate: December 29, 2009

Contact: Pete Lucero BOR (916) 978-5100
DOI Communications Office (202) 208-6416

Reclamation Announces Record of Decision on the
Delta-Mendota Canal/California Aqueduct Intertie Project

The Department of the Interior and the Bureau of Reclamation took the first step today toward implementing a
high priority action from the December 22, 2009, Interim Federal Action Plan for the California Bay-Delta.
Don Glaser, Mid-Pacific Regional Director with the Bureau of Reclamation, signed the Record of Decision
(ROD) for the Delta-Mendota Canal (DMC)/California Aqueduct (CA) Intertie (Intertie), completing the
Federal environmental documentation process.

The ROD documents Reclamation’s decision to proceed with implementation of the proposed action as
identified in the Final Environmental Impact Statement. The Project is named in the recent Interim Federal -
Action Plan for the California Bay-Delta as a high priority action to encourage the smarter supply and use of
Bay-Delta water.

“California is in the midst of a serious water crisis that is requiring all hands on deck — at all levels of
government — to deliver near-term relief and to build sustainable, long-term solutions. The intertie, which has
been extensively studied with several opportunities for public review and comment, is one of several immediate
actions we are taking in response to the crisis. The project will provide much needed flexibility for both the
central valley project (cvp) and state water project (swp), and will be online to deliver water as early as fall
2011,” said Interior Secretary Salazar. :

The Intertie is designed to connect the DMC and the CA via a new pipeline and pumping plant to improve
DMC conveyance limitations, allow for maintenance and repair activities, and provide the flexibility to respond
to CVP and SWP emergency water operations. The project was identified as a proposed action in the August
2000 CALFED Bay-Delta Program Programmatic Record of Decision.

The ROD was prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (N EPA) after completing
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thorough environmental review, public outreach, and required permitting. The ROD is available online at
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/nepa/nepa_projdetails.cfm?Project ID=1014. Additional project information is available at

http://www.usbr.gov/mp/intertie/docs/index.html.

Reclamation will implement design review in coordination with the State Department of Water Resources in
order to advance the project to construction in June 2010.

The CALFED Bay-Delta Program is a 30-year Program (2000-2030) amongst 25 federal and state agencies
with responsibility in the Sacramento San Joaquin Delta. The Program is based on four major resource
management objectives that guide its actions to achieving a Delta that has a healthy ecosystem and can supply
Californians with a reliable water supply. Those objectives are levee system integrity, water quality, water
supply reliability, and ecosystem restoration. Reclamation plays a key role as the Federal lead agency for
implementation of water supply reliability actions in coordination with our State CALFED partner agencies.

###
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TINOWATER
COALITION,

A‘,.New Voice For Water

SINCE IT WAS CONCEIVED in the spring of
N o 2007, the Californiz Latino Water Coalition

R (CLWC) has grown quickly into one of the Golden
State’s most active and best known advocacy — T
groups as it seeks present and future solutions to
water supply and infrastructure issues and prob-
lems.

The CLWC was created and continues to operate
out of a concern that Latinos have been underrep- |
resented and largely unheard from, even though j
they are the first to lose jobs when water supplies
are reduced and among the last to benefit from a
- recovery.

¢ A numbér of San Joaquin Valley Latino mayors
_ and civic leaders were the organizers and they
- were quickly joined by Paul Rodriguez, well-§
known Latino entertainer a..d comnedian, who

- signed on as CLWC Chairman. Paui eW Uup in Govemor Schwarzenegger speaks to thousands at the end of
Sig S gr p the March for Water at San Luis Reservoir in April 2009,

rural Fresno County where he still has family. (PLEASE SEE NEXT PAGE)

. From its start, the CLWC's dedication to improv-

. ing the state’s diminishing water supply included a key role played by Coalition members in suc-

i cessfully helping frame and, in the fall of 2009, gain passage and enactment of California's compre-
hensive legislative water package. If California voters in November 2010 approve bonds that will

~ fund vitally needed water infrastructure, our state will at long last have long-term solutions to the

its water supply crisis.

2

- IN THE SHORT TERM, the CLWC continues to seek relief for farm workers, farmers and other
people, businesses and communities devastated in the western San Joaquin Valley by court-
. mandated reductions in water supplies to protect endangered species in the Delta,

The CLWC has organized large and peaceful Central
Valley marches and rallies, including the biggest rally
ever held in front of Fresno City Hall, in order to in--
" |crease awareness of the lack of water now plaguing
California.

Its March for Water in April 2009 brought thou-
sands together for a four-day march from Mendora to
San Luis Reservoir. This and other events have
gained national attention from Congressional and
Administration leaders, and from the media.

| S Today, with members from all parts of the state, the
A food drive takes place in Mendota. The CLWC wants to end CLWC is working hard on behalf of Latinos and all

the water crisis and need for such emergency relief. . .
gency Californians.
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Water Coalition members . i

have never stopped fighting for new water infrastruc-
ture but the CLWC's focus shifted as 2009 began to
the state’s rapidly worsening water supply crisis. This
time, the culprit was drought — and not just the natu-
ral variety. Massive reductions in Delta export pump-
ing, ordered under the federal Endangered Species Act
by a U.S. District Court Judge to protect the Delta
smelt, created ruinous artificial supply reductions.

This devastating situation has czused unemployment
to soar to 40% in some West Side communities as
farmers have fallowed hundreds of thousands of acre-
ages. People are being forced to rely on food lines.
Orther parts of the state are now feeling the pain.

| To call national attention to this crisis, the CLWC

mobilized some 10,000 participants for the massive
_ California March for Water. At an April 14 kickoff in
: Mendota, 4,000 attended, making it clear thar no
- crops mean no work, no income and no hope — a toral
- economic and social catastrophe. The next three days’
marches included thousands more. Governor Schs rar-
zenegger was among the 10,000 at the March for Wa-
“ter's concluding rally April 17 at San Luis Reservoir.
.Many have since joined the CLWC at State Capitol

The March

for Water
battles a 40
m.p.h. head-
wind between
Mendota

and Firebaugh
In April 2009,

2 rallies and meetings to help
the Legislature understand
the vital importance to al}

Californians of enacting a comprehensive water infra-
structure bill program. The Legislature approved the
package of five bills, including a bond measure to ap-

1] Eoww |

Governor Schwarzenegger speaks at the bond biil signing
November 4 at Friant Dam. At left are the CLWC Chairman,
entertainer Paul Rodriguez, and Director-Technical Advisor
Mario Santoyo. Aiso listening are Fresno Mayor Ashiey
Swearengen, former Fresno Mayor Alan Autry, Assembly
Member Anna Caballero and the water bond author, state
Senator Dave Cogdill.

pear on the November 2010 ballot, in the fall of 200}9.; .

Governor Schwarzenegger signed the bills into law
and in the process publicly salured the CLWC for its
efforts. '

The CLWC has also taken its message to Washingron
— that along with California's badly-needed infra-
structure improvements, there is an immediate need to
consider Endangered Species Act reform and water
supply impacts of the government's biological opin-
ions on Delta pumping,

There is much more to do but we need your help.
Pleas.. hitlp us 10 helping ail Californians get the water
our state must have.

CATTFORNTA

LATINO WATER
COALITION,

N %«

YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED AND APPRECIATED

CALIFORNIA LATING WATER COALITION

P.O. Box 2710
Sacramento, CA 95812

Visit Our New Welb Site
Ilatinowatexr.com

To e-mail from our web site: Just click on Contact Us






